Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg and Crescimbeni & 

Co-Sponsored by Council Members Yarborough, Carter, Daniels
Clark, Lumb, Love, Boyer, Joost & Redman:
RESOLUTION 2012-559
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND CIVIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF A.W. “TONY” BATES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, a native of Jacksonville, A.W. “Tony” Bates graduated from Gordon Military Academy in Barnesville, Georgia in 1952 and served in the U.S. Army in the Korean War as a radio communications officer; and


WHEREAS, after his wartime service Mr. Bates returned to Jacksonville and became a surveyor for the City of Jacksonville’s Engineering Division for 5 years, then an agent for the Independent Life Insurance Company, first here and then in Indianapolis, Indiana before returning to Jacksonville; after his retirement from Independent Life he worked for Peninsular Pest Control and then as Executive Director of the Liberty Center for the Homeless; and


WHEREAS, Tony Bates was always civically active, having served as President of the Jacksonville Jaycees, President of the City Rescue Mission, President of the board of directors of the City Rescue Mission, a board member of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce and the Gator Bowl Association, and as a founder and President of Concerned Taxpayers of Duval County; and 


WHEREAS, for the past three decades, Mr. Bates has been extremely active in city government affairs, participating in numerous committees and planning exercises, two terms as a member of the Charter Revision Commission in the early 2000s, and one term on the TRUE Commission, including a very effective year as its Chairman; and


WHEREAS, Tony Bates was a vigilant and effective watchdog of City affairs on behalf of the general public, devoting countless hours to attending numerous City Council, Council committee, and other governmental meetings at City Hall and elsewhere, conveying his findings to the public through his many organizational memberships and his local access cable television show, and earning the affectionate title of the “20th councilmember;” and

WHEREAS, with Mr. Bates’ recent passing, the voice of a dedicated and passionately involved citizen watchdog has been silenced, though his contributions will never be forgotten; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and civic contributions of A.W. “Tony” Bates and expresses its deepest condolences to his family, friends, and countless admirers.  Mr. Bates’ devotion to the protection of the public’s interest in full disclosure of information and full participation in the work of government are legendary, and will stand as a testament to his dogged determination that the City government should fully inform and serve its citizens in an open, effective and efficient way.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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